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Some individuals talk about winning 
without participating in practice 
sessions to develop their techniques 

or build intestinal fortitude.  Winning 
requires stamina, endurance, determination 
and resilience, in order, to overcome 
adversity in moments of crisis.  Perhaps, 
the aforementioned can best describe 
Winston County Self Help Cooperative’s 
outreach effort on June 29, 2009 which built 
camaraderie among members and enhance 
civilization in the rural communities.  The 
co-op conducted youth forestry workshops, 
canning classes, business session and out-
reach lecture in a 12 hour work cycle:

@ 9:00 am, WCSHC sponsored two youth 
forestry workshops at Pleasant Ridge Baptist 
Church, Noxapter, MS and Ebenezer Church 
of God-in-Christ, Louisville, MS.  The co-
op partnered with the Mississippi Forestry 
Commission, Federation of Southern 
Cooperatives and Mississippi State Extension 
Program.  Workshop facilitators engaged 
students in several drawing activities and oral 
presentations on the eco-system.  The forestry 
workshops created a positive atmosphere to 
promote learning and stimulated long-term 
interest in managing our natural resources. 
Combine participation of 67 participants.

@ 12:00 pm, WCSHC Youth Group 
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(SAVE THIS DATE) Saving Rural America Conference
January 8-9, 2010, at the Louisville Coliseum
Louisville, MS.  More information is forth coming.

www.wcshc.com

Right - 90 year old Mother Ozola Echelberger facilitated Canning Workshops
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Announcements

For more WCSHC Youth Group info log 
on to www.wcshc.com

(SAVE THIS DATE) Saving Rural 
America Conference January 8-9, 2010, 
at the Louisville Coliseum-Louisville, 
MS. More information is forth coming.

Winston County Self Help Cooperative 
will be celebrating its 100th publishing 
of the Greensboro Echo Newsletter in 
September 2009.

June & July Youth Group Birthdays
Victoria Collins – June 2
Ebony Mays – June 4
Cynthia Ball – June 11
Candylara Cobb – June 13
Daymon Crowder – June 18
Chandon Mays – June 20
Chris Mays – July 12
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WCSHC OFFICERS
Frank Taylor

President
fltaylor@bellsouth.net

601-291-2704

Hubert Nicholson
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662-736-0497

Dorothy Harper
Youth Director

jeanh29@bellsouth.net
662-312-8004

Omerio Dotson
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Carol Williams
Secretary

Gloria Moore
Finance Secretary

Co-op mailing address:
P O Box 23813

Jackson, MS 39225 
Phone: 601-291-2704

E-mail fltaylor@bellsouth.net 

Pleasant Ridge Point of View
By Willie Triplett Youth Leader, SheKeisha Triplett 
Youth Leader, Laurie Smith Youth Leader 

God Bless the Winston County Self 
Help Cooperative!!!!!  It was a pleasure 
to have Mr. Frank Taylor and Mr. Elgene 
Nunn come out as representatives for the 
Self Help Group.  They sponsored a great 
informative event for the youth of Pleasant 
Ridge Baptist Church in Noxapater, MS. 
Mr. Bill Kitchings and Mrs. Sandra Ford of 
Mississippi Forestry Commission made 
a presentation to the youth on Forestry. 
Mr. Bill presented information about 
forestry, safety, job, and how forestry 
affects Mississippi. Mrs. Sandra engaged 
in exercise games dealing with trees, wind, 
and even gave knowledge on Alcorn State 
University. 

 As a member and Youth Leader at 
Pleasant Ridge I must say to the Winston 
County Self Help Co-op Thank You and 
continue to help our youth of today stay 
informed.

 Thank You Pleasant Ridge Baptist 
Church.

WCSHC NEWS

Bill Kitchings and Sandra Ford of MS Forestry Commission 

assembled at the extension office for a youth 
canning class and sports shooting practice.  
Members learned how to turn cucumbers 
into pickles with assistant from Sandra 
Jackson, 4-H Leader.  The youth members 
preserved 20 pounds of pickles harvested 
from the youth garden.  Also, at 4:00 pm, 
the sports shooting practice session with 19 
participating.

@ 3:45 pm, Winston County Self Help 
Cooperative members convened for their 
eighth business session and 45 individuals 
present.  Also, at 4:20 pm, Rev. Wendell Paris 
conducted an out-reach lecture to encourage 
members and supporters to participate in 
the 2010 Census Count. 

@ 7:00 pm, 19 individuals gathered at Mt. 
Olive Church of God in Christ for an adult 
canning class facilitated by Mother Ozola 
Eichelberger.  Participants learned how 
to preserve okra, corn, peas and squash 
and shared families’ recipes in preparing 
nutritious meals. Participants agreed to 
conduct two more canning classes.   

 June 29, 2009 Winston County Self Help 
Cooperative’s out-reach effort connected 
with 150 individuals. Youth Group members presented poster projects

Jolette Crawl speaks to the Youth Group

These young girls took very important notes on forestry.
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W inston County Self Help 
Cooperative (WCSHC) 
continues its mission of 
helping save small family 

farms in East Central Mississippi.  “We 
are on a journey creating economic 
opportunities, developing leadership 
and fostering hope in low-wealthy 
communities,” according to WCSHC 
member, Larry Miller.  In 1985, we 
organized with technical support from 
Mississippi Association of Cooperatives 
to help farmers sell and purchase in 

WCSHC Donates Funds
3July 2009 SAVING RURAL AMERICA

Winston County Self Help Cooperative (WCSHC) is making an extensive effort to help small farmers maintain ownership.

bulk.  WCSHC is committed to assist other 
groups and organizations ascertain needy 
services in a timely manner through USDA.  
Our organization receives funds through 
various grants and donations to move 
WCSHC’s work-plan forward.  Therefore, 
we are making an extensive effort to 
help small farmers maintain ownership.  
WCSHC submitted proposals to Southern 
Echo Incorporation and the Community 
Based Land Development Consortium to 
assist small farmers with estate planning 
and property taxes.  WCSHC’s work-plan 

targeted 40 families to aid with delinquent 
taxes by August 30, 2009.  We designated 
Attala County Self Help Cooperative 
located in Sallis, MS as recipient of $1000 
to aid families in their community.  Daniel 
Teague, ACSHC member stated, “We are 
appreciative of the donation and we will 
help several families with their land taxes.  
One day soon, ACSHC plans to reciprocate 
and help an upstart organization.”  ACSHC 
& WCSHC are working as a team to initiate 
social and economic changes in East 
Central Mississippi.  

The mission of the Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS) is to provide 
national leadership in the conservation of 
soil, water, and related natural resources. 
The NRCS provides balanced technical 
assistance and cooperative conservation 
programs to landowners and land managers 

throughout the United States as part of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). 

Healthy, productive forestry land is vital 
to the conservation of soil, water, air, plants 
and animals and the NRCS works with non-
industrial private landowners to ensure this 
resource.  Working through the Winston 
County USDA Service Center office, field visits 
by the NRCS Area Forester may be arranged 
to assess the health of your existing forest 
land, and to identify timber- or wildlife-
beneficial cost-share conservation practices 
that may be available through ongoing 
NRCS programs.

Two of the most popular NRCS programs 
available to Winston County forest 
landowners are the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) and the Wildlife 

Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP).  Under 
EQIP, qualifying landowners may receive 
cost-share assistance to reforest areas that 
are presently idle, in row-crop agriculture or 
pasture, or that have recently been clear cut.  

EQIP also provides cost-share assistance 
for preparing the site for proper tree planting 
by such practices mowing, prescribed 
burning, mechanical implementation 
or herbicide application.  Recently it has 
been demonstrated that using a shank to 
create deep furrows in which seedlings will 
later planted improves seedling survival 
rates.  This process, known as ripping, is an 
example of mechanical site preparation.  A 

Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS) 
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Canning and preserving of fruits and vegetables from the workshop are shown above.

Thomas Coleman, member of 
Pleasant Grove United Methodist 
church and Winston County Self 
Help Co-op, held a canning class 

at Pleasant Grove Church. The ages ranged 
from the 3 to 90 years old with both men 
and women participating.

This was an introductory class on the 
process of canning and preserving of 
fruits and vegetables. 

The canning class started with Sister Mary 
Coleman demonstrated the techniques 
preserving fresh squash.   Sis. Carmelia 
Hathorne from the hip-hop generation 
demonstrated the process of freezing fresh 
peas. She dazzled the audience with a 
wealth of canning knowledge obtained by 
watching her grandmother and mother.

Sis. Ozola Eichelberger was the talk of 
the class when she demonstrated how 
to make jellies of all kinds, how to put up 
fresh fruit, and taught us the importance 
of cleaning out your freezer yearly. 

This class was awesome!  As a young 
mother, there were a lot of things that I 
learned from this class and I was put on 
the right track. This was wonderful and 
I hope it spreads throughout the other 
communities. Our kids need to know 
that food comes out of the garden not 
McDonalds.  Thanks to the Winston County 
Self Help Cooperative for putting on this 
class!!!!!!

Canning Class held at 
Pleasant Grove U.M.C. 

By Carmelia Hathorne 

Mrs. Miller

WCSHC’s Finance Secretary, Gloria Moore

Canning Workshop participant

follow-up chemical release application 
to release young, growing seedlings 
from herbaceous competition might 
also be included in your EQIP forestry 
management plan if it is deemed 
necessary.

Forest landowners with existing pine 
stands about mid-way through to final 
harvest, and exhibiting relatively low 
pine basal area due to prior harvests or 
past history , may be eligible to improve 
fiber production under a practice known 
as Quality Vegetation Management 
(QVM).  QVM involves first ridding the 
pine stand of hardwood competition by 
applying herbicide, and then following 
up with a prescribed burn.  For pine 
stands that have 10% or more hardwood 
competition, it has been demonstrated 
that improved growth of pine stems offset 
the out-of-pocket expenses incurred by 
landowners. 

How does USDA cost-share assistance 
work?  Following a site visit, needs and 
eligibility determination, an application 
for assistance is made at the NRCS 
office located at the Winston County 
USDA Service Center.  If the application 
is approved, a conservation plan for 
implementing approved practices is 
devised.  After practices have been 
implemented, the landowner brings 
receipts to the NRCS office and payment 
in initiated.  Shortly thereafter, the USDA 
automatically deposits its share of total 
practice costs into the client’s account.

For more information about these or 
other programs, or to arrange a visit to 
assess your forest resources, contact the 
Winston County NRCS Field Office at (662) 
773-2207.  The USDA Service Center is 
located at 218 South Columbus Avenue, 
Louisville, Mississippi.
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